
Transcript 

 

 

Costas Melakopides 

University of Cyprus  

 

Cyprus, Greece and Turkey 

I will begin by sincere thanks to the organizers for this opportunity to exchange views and 

insights on this global tragedy of Covid-19. 

My contribution will be confined in the first instance, today that is, to a few theses about 

Cyprus, Greece and Turkey, that I would like to develop on 27th May. 

The first thesis is that for Cyprus and Greece, this tragedy was contained in unexpectedly low 

levels, unexpected by many people, and many circles rushed to claim that Greece has not been 

sincere in the presentation of its numbers but rather was cooking the figures in order to mislead 

the world and attract tourists for vacations to Greece. The truth is clearly that both Cyprus and 

Greece have trusted sophisticated scientists and started containing the virus as early as possible, 

being deaf to experimentation such as the one attempted initially by the UK and adopted in fact 

by Sweden later.  

The second point I want to make is that an immediate consequence of the first paragraph is that 

both the Greeks of Greece and the ones of Cyprus have acquired a solid sense of pride as a 

result of this success, because the success really amounts to a place of Cyprus and Greece at 

the top of the statistics during the fight against Covid-19. And of course, the respect that has 

been given, showered on scientists, also reflected on respect of political leadership in both 

Cyprus and Greece. Some could say it’s not very easy because, especially in Greece after so 

many years of domestic political infighting, and in Cyprus because of the extreme conflicts that 

are associated primarily with the Cyprus question, this feeling of public respect and the 

popularity of the government is rather a newly gained achievement.  

So the respect has been also extended to the campaign that has been so successful as to convince 

the people of Cyprus and Greece to respect the rules, regulations, and expectations of the 

scientific community which was handling this extremely dangerous and actually at times 

nightmarish problem.  

So the respect has been extended to the international media. There is, for instance, a NYT article 

published on the 26 April, which I recommend to our colleagues because the issue that is 

handled from many perspectives introduced also the comments by ordinary people who said 

they didn’t expect that they had a state after all. The respect for the handling by the government 

and the scientists (inaudible) the political elites has been widespread.  

The next point has to be attached to the medical, the nursing and the associated personnel, all 

of who demonstrated outstanding commitment to their professional duties and human 

obligations. 

Similarly pronounced has been the sense of pride, because there was the falsification of the 

facile stereotype that the Greeks of both Cyprus and Greece are undisciplined, egotistical and 

therefore even anti-social. In reality, the falsification has been absolute, as the statistics clearly 

demonstrate. 



Next point is that as a first political implication we are already noticing that both governments 

in Cyprus and Greece have reached high popularity levels thanks to their handling of the 

pandemic. Especially in Greece, for which there has been a series of recent opinion polls, it has 

been recorded that Kyriakos Mitsotakis, the new prime minister who has been a prime minister 

for almost a year but not yet a year, has been accepted impressively with percentages reaching 

40-42%, giving them probably self-sufficient majority in the next Greek elections. Incidentally, 

or rather by implication, there has been serious discussion in Greece these days about the high 

probability of a government decision to hold national elections quite soon. 

The next point, however, starts becoming convoluted and admittedly is attracting the interest 

but also the anxiety of Cypriots and Greeks, and it has to do with the connection between 

Cyprus and Greece on the one hand, and their conflict with a neighbor that is euphemistically 

called ‘nervous’, that if one is to become bold, one can say that this is an extremely problematic 

neighbor that Greece has been experiencing for decades. But the last few years, and especially 

the last few months, have become unbearably dangerous and generating very deep anxieties.  

What does that mean? Many people may have heard, of course, that instead of concentrating 

on therapies and the confrontation with the virus, Erdoğan and his government in Ankara have 

been confused for a long period of time, unable to decide what to do in scientific terms. In fact, 

it was depressingly obvious that the people were not informed as to measures to confront the 

virus, and they were turning to perfumes and various old wives’ medicines in order to confront 

this disaster.  

So the situation that has been developing now for month in confrontations with Turkey has 

taken a rather a macabre tone. Because after the events at Evros - the events at the border of 

Greece and Turkey in the north attracted international opinion, so I’m sure the colleagues who 

will be with us on the 27th will be familiar to some extent. But I would like to suggest that 

unfortunately the events at the Evros River were directly associated with the Covid-19 disaster, 

because the government of Erdoğan – it has been proven now without any reservation – the 

government manipulated sending literally thousands of basically immigrants to that spot, 

having opened their border to Greece, but having given an ambiguous and easy to mislead note 

to the people, or “advice”, that the borders are open. And this was sufficient to make them think 

that the borders to Europe were open, as opposed to Turkey’s borders to Europe.  

So the disaster that occurred there was not only the human misery because of the anxiety, 

because of the exchange of very serious accusations. The mobilization of the Greek police but 

also units of the army in order to stop the thousands of people who were pushing the border to 

enter illegally, of course, into Europe by entering Greece, all this disaster admittedly caused 

misery, but also caused an additional problem.  

The problem is that the machine of propaganda and misinformation from Ankara - allow me to 

say that this for the Greeks and Cypriots has become a stereotype, a banal truth that the Turks 

are extremely competent in this field, and they’ve managed to feed the international media, 

even academics in serious universities with false information, allowing them to ignore Covid, 

and to ignore the legality of this affair, they pushed them to contemplate this crisis as a crisis 

in which Greece was violating the human rights of refugees. In fact, when (inaudible) case 

became public, for instance in the Guardian and other serious international media, it became 

obvious that those so-called refugees had no relationship with the Syrian refugees - which gave 

the opportunity to Erdoğan to claim the humanitarian aspect of these actions - but these people 

were proven to be basically from Afghanistan, Pakistan and various northern African countries.  

All this, as you can understand, has created a very alarmist atmosphere in Greece and Cyprus. 

In Greece, basically, because the confrontation with Cyprus is continuing, again, this fight, the 



misery that has enveloped the entire planet, the confrontation of Turkey with Cyprus has taken 

the form of sending drilling ships in the exclusive economic zone of Cyprus. And as you may 

know, but perhaps not all colleagues know, this activity is so illegal that it is mind-boggling 

that Turkey claims that every act it is doing is conforming to international law. It is very 

diabolical, if I may say so, that Turkey is using the terms “according to international law” 

whenever it violates crudely the principles of international law.  

So, in the case of Cyprus, Turkey is continuing the threats and the violation of sovereignty and 

the sovereign rights of Cyprus – of course its sovereignty has been violated through the invasion 

and occupation that is holding still since 1974 – but the violation of the sovereign rights in the 

EEZ is continuing unabated.  

As regards Greece, it’s a very large chapter to discuss, but the provocations by Turkey are daily. 

And the hypothesis that this continuously warring people is the hypothesis of very serious 

analysts who have been inclined to conclude that the external defeats of Erdoğan - some major 

and some minor - defeats of Erdoğan and his foreign policy, but also his domestic failures which 

have now included, first, the handling of the economy for some months, if not couple of years, 

and currently also the Covid-19, these failure are feared by Greek analysts of respectability that 

may lead to some desperate efforts to counteract the loss of prestige and popularity.  

Talking about the intimidation and bullying by Turkey does not mean anymore that Greece is 

terrified as it used to be. The success at Evros has given the Greeks – of Cyprus as well, because 

a group of Cypriot policemen, about one hundred, if I’m not mistaken joined the Greeks at 

Evros and created a family of defenders of the sovereignty and dignity of both Greece and 

Europe. And therefore the mobilization of especially the Greek forces, and the successes in 

preventing this devious invasion - which is of course carried out also on the Greek islands of 

the eastern Aegean, as most of the students and observers of international relations know – the 

success in confronting this invasion has given further confidence to those who are handling 

these matters. And therefore, without creating the impression that the whole thing is a 

successful story – there are obviously dilemmas, there are confrontations regarding some 

measures concerning the economy, measures to confront the implications of the virus, the 

implications on the economy, which of course in the case of Greece and Cyprus are 

fundamentally related to tourism.  

But I’d like to suggest at the end that this self-confidence that was gained because of the events 

I’ve just enumerated in passing, this self-confidence I’m sure is being noticed in Ankara. And 

an optimistic feeling that could be shared is that Turkey may not, after all, begin an adventure 

that would be so costly to both Greece and Turkey, and therefore by extension Cyprus as well.  

 

 


