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How will the pandemic affect the behavior of Russia, the United States, and Turkey in the Eastern 

Mediterranean? 

I think we are talking about three different behaviors of three different players. Each of them is affected by 

the virus, but the priorities are different. Russia no matter what, though they have a tough time at home, 

will not abandon its strategic goals in the region: its quest for seaports and for influence. Turkey will keep 

its quest for hegemony, for controlling the energy flow - it will not be affected by the tough situation at 

home. The United States, who however has the region in low priority in it list, will diminish its effort to 

protect its allies and to pursue strategic goals. This is the difference.  

How will the pandemic affect regional security and regional cooperation? 

It could affect security in the sense that some of the destabilizers will be somehow with diminished energy 

and resources, for instance Iran, but they will not abandon, again, the strategic goals. So they will purse the 

same goals, including destabilization of the region, but with less energy and less resources. In this situation 

the countries like Greece, Cyprus, Israel, Egypt, though they are weakened by the coronavirus, but they will 

feel a higher need to work together, to compensate by unity on their relative weakness. And as we know, 

there is no stronger alliance than the alliance of the weak. So on one hand, I believe there will be a growing 

cooperation between those players, and still we will have the effort of destabilization, weaker, but still it 

will persist. 

How will the pandemic affect regional religious fundamentalism and the fight against terror?  

The religious fundamentalism will not be affected, even in these days we’ll see how ISIS is trying to re-

emerge of its past defeats, and to be active, and to take action, and to try to gain more pernicious. We see it 

even in Syria and Iraq in these very days. The agents of extremism will not be affected substantially by the 

virus. And as I said in a response to previous question, the pro-stability or the pro-moderation forces will 

have to join hands because they are weaker, and I think that this cooperation will be strengthened in the 

second half of 2020. More cooperation, more coordination in order to allow those players to stay together 

vis-à-vis the destabilizers in the region.  


