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Today we will share some thoughts on the subject: “The effects of the pandemic on the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region”. 

 

At the beginning let’s have a General overview and the position of the major players. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic is a human security issue that can directly threaten the live-hood and 

safety of regional residents. All countries will struggle for systemic changes, in order to succeed 

economic and social recovery after the first lockdown. 

• It is accepted that the impact of COVID-19 on regional wars around Mediterranean is 

uncertain. This applies not only to sort-term, but also to long-term predictions. 

 

• The falling oil prices weaken hydrocarbon interest of big international drilling and 

exploitation companies in the region. The companies adjust or change their plans, and 

as a result we may foresee delays for 2 years at least in Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

In addition, all countries including also key players, manage the economic fallout of 

this pandemic.  

 

• Certain countries tray to reserve medical aid for their own citizens, creating tensions 

among allies. We may take as a given example the 27 EU members that they could not 

support Italy in a timely proper and effective way. It is a possibility that after the crisis, 

members to revise their strategy on foreign relations.  

 

• Additionally, the pandemic may create political instability. The political elites in order 

to tackle the adverse situation, need to take measures on upcoming food shortages and 

upraise cost of leaving, cyber security, and the attempts to control the media. They are 

also looking for the proper way, on how to form the public opinion on the pandemic 

issues.   

 

• Countries like Libya and Syria face the situation the hard way, because to their 

devastated health care systems and absent of united leadership. Certain parties or 

Groups, for example the Muslim Brotherhood or Hezbollah, may reserve medical 

supplies for their supporters only. 

 

• Authoritarian Regimes and governments of less democratic countries are exploiting the 

health crisis to increase control. They try to prevent civil unrest before they escalate to 

internal violence. 

 

• Pulling out or reducing the presence of EU and USA from regional conflicts empowers 

Turkey to move in, and this will increase instability and more tension in the East 

Mediterranean. In addition, reduced presence of Key players in the region, may help 

believers of the Islamic State to think about reorganizing and prepare to fight the 

“enemies of Islam”. 

 

At this point, let’s review in a glance the Russia, USA and Turkish ambitions. 

Major Powers that are key players in the Eastern Mediterranean Region are mainly Russia and 

the USA. 

 



Russia facing an economic setback, is present in the Region but not so active. In the same way, 

the USA is taking a step back from the MENA as per the directives of President Donald Trump.  

The implications of the pandemic on the Eastern Mediterranean region at large facilitate in an 

essence the Turkish expansion strategy. The “Mavi Vatan” concept is a vehicle to carry on these 

Turkish strategic objectives.  

 

Focusing on Turkey, Ankara acting as a Regional Power continue even today during the 

pandemic, the “gun-boat policy” trying to apply regional International Law in a Turkish edition 

approach. As an example, let’s remind the European position and decisions on Turkish illegal 

drillings in Cypriot EEZ. 

 

At the same time Turkey applied the so called “Mask diplomacy”, when countries suffering 

from pandemic, Turkey offered medical support like the USA and other western countries. This 

kind of Turkish strategy to offer humanitarian aid as exchange of political and economic 

support is part of its international relations plan to offer humanitarian aid in exchange of 

political and economic benefits/support. 

 

As a result of the pandemic effect, public frustration is increasing in Turkey and the Regime is 

deepening the Islamic oriented security state as a means to manage potential rebellion or even 

civil unrest. The numbers of infections officially announced are in question, indicating failure 

of Turkey to perform adequate tests for the virus and record the actual amount of cases, in all 

areas throughout the country. COVID-19 pandemic has also widened the political and social 

gap between Turkish central government and the neglected Kurdish areas in south-east of the 

Country.  

 

Concerning Libya, the European delay to establish timely the operation code-named “ERINI” 

after the Greek word of “Peace” gave time to Turkey to transfer manpower and equipment in 

the country, affecting the balance of power in the area.  

 

It is estimated that a number of mercenaries deployed by Turkey in Lybia especially the last 

wave, are part of the refugees failed to pass the European/Greek borders in early March. The 

desperate refugees, running out of money and hope, are the pool from where Turkey recruits 

mercenaries.  

 

In addition to that, Turkey utilizes and sends boats full of refugees affected by COVID-19 to 

third countries, using them as bioweapons. This is an effort to over-saturate the border control, 

Security and Defence systems and also to add devastated workload to social security and health 

care services of the neighboring countries.   

 

At the same time Turkey unfolds a propaganda strategy, mobilizing certain media and 

Organizations on human Rights, creating FAKE NEWS stories on trafficking issues, in order 

to blame others for her own responsibilities. 

 

Facing a severe economic situation, the Turkish government is seeking support from third 

countries, like Qatar, Britain, and Japan. The Turkish economy is about to shrink severely at 

levels to be seen for the first time in a decade. 

 

The Turkish President realized that there will be no economic support from Russia, mainly 

because the relations are at stake, based on conflicting interests in Syria and also in Libya. So, 

lately he tries to bridge relations with traditional allies like USA and Europe. This is evidence 

in letters sent to the American President stressing that “…the meaning of sustainability of 

Turkish-American collaboration” and to the EU stressing in the same way that “we are all on 

the same boat”. But this is part of Turley’s opportunistic approach towards allies. 

 

Having said that, let’s focus on the Regional Co-operation. 



 

Since the humanitarian situation triggered by pandemic is worsening in conflict areas, regional 

players must collaborate in order to prevent non-state and non-regional actors to step in, to 

distribute food and medical care, because this will increase their significance in the long run. 

It is important to mention that recently an incident affecting refugees, offshore Malta, created 

a serious breach of international human Rights and maritime law. Triggering from that event, a 

few days ago in a debate in the Civil Liberties Committee (LIBE) of the European parliament, 

the issue of required collaboration on humanitarian issues was raised. Representatives of the 

Commission, EU Frontier Exterior (FRONTEX), UN High Commissioner of Refugees 

(UNHCR), the Council of Europe and others were participated.  

 

The Council of Europe commissioner for Human Rights highlighted the need to continue 

“search and rescue” missions during the COVID-19 crisis, increase rescue capability and 

improve co-operation between states.  

 

At the same time a representative from the Commission confirmed, among others, that “search 

and rescue” missions are member state competences.  

 

Overall, with each country scrambling to contain the pandemic, foreign policy becomes a 

second priority. This is expected to create serious problems in the Eastern Mediterranean 

region, in the long run. 
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