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I'm first of all grateful to ERPIC for giving me this opportunity to speak to you today. I'm just going to 

say a few words over the next 10 minutes about the Covid19 pandemic and its impact upon the United 

Kingdom as an actor in the Eastern Mediterranean, as a partner of the United States, and as an ex-

partner of the European Union - the United States and European Union being the other big actors in the 

East Mediterranean region. 

I'm going to limit myself to advancing three propositions which are preliminary propositions based 

upon my perception of the situation as a British citizen living in the Republic of Cyprus who's been 

observing quite closely the unfolding catastrophe in the United Kingdom, the policy pursued by the 

British government, and the reaction of the British people.  

The first proposition is to do with leadership. The United Kingdom has evidently failed to provide any 

form of leadership from what I can see in the pandemic. Now, I make that point mindful of the history 

of the twentieth century. During the two world wars of the twentieth century and the Cold War, the 

United Kingdom did play a leading role in each of those three wars: the Second World War and in the 

Cold War. Now, I'm using the wartime analogy because the politicians have been making it, the Health 

Secretary, for example, Matt Hancock described this as a war against an invisible killer. So it's fair for 

me as an academic to draw upon that wartime analogy. And it is a matter of regret that the United 

Kingdom appears to have clouded its own furrow thus far in the pandemic. There appears to be, although 

the government denies it, a strategy predicated on the herd immunity concept. And that enabled or led 

to, if it was indeed the strategy, it led to the united kingdom pursuing a very much independent minded 

approach which was markedly different from the one recommended by both the World Health 

Organization and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control.  

Now, nobody from what I can see, with the possible exception of Sweden and a few other advanced 

nations, pursued the British approach and there doesn't seem to have been any leadership role exhibited 

by the United Kingdom. This is interesting because, as I said, if I go back to thinking of the First and 

the Second World War where the United Kingdom was very much in the lead on the Allied camp, there 

has been no leadership role presented by the United Kingdom, either within the framework of the 

continent of Europe, or more broadly within the Commonwealth. And indeed, having mentioned the 

Commonwealth, it's worth drawing attention to New Zealand which has taken a markedly different path 

from the United Kingdom, as has the Republic of Cyprus and the number of other former British 

colonies or British territories.  

Now, time will tell whether the United Kingdom was right in pursuing this path. They’ve pursued their 

own furrow on previous occasions with some success, most notably in 1940, when the United Kingdom 

refused to follow France and bow to Hitler's Germany. The United Kingdom refused to enter into the 

Eurozone, it's gone its own way with Brexit.  

Whether the United Kingdom has pursued a wise move, it will be shown in the fullness of time. My 

preliminary view is that the United Kingdom has made the catastrophic blunder. It’s failed to realize 

the fundamental importance of the right to life and the protection of human dignity and the need to 

protect the life and the welfare and the well-being of each individual person who lives in the United 

Kingdom.  



So that's my first point my first point, my first point is the United Kingdom has not demonstrated any 

leadership on a regional or on a global level. And indeed, if we look at the Republic of Cyprus where I 

live, it did not follow the British model to addressing the pandemic.  

The second point follows on quite neatly from my first point. It’s to do with the right to life. What this 

pandemic has demonstrated is that the rule of law, which is one of the cornerstones of any democratic 

society, must be at the forefront of the mind of every political and military leader across the world, 

especially in the democratic world. If we study the ministerial statements issued by the Health Secretary 

Hancock throughout this crisis, and if we study the prime ministerial statements issued by Boris 

Johnson, one fails to find any reference to the rule of law, or the fundamental right to life. One finds 

repeated references to saving lives, protecting the NHS, and until recently staying at home. Those were 

the three slogans that the government was parroting on a daily basis until they ditched the stay-at-home 

message a few days ago. And what this really does demonstrate is that if you pursue the governmental 

policy, whether it's in relation to the pandemic or anything else, without regard to the rule of law and 

the fundamental right to life, you are asking for trouble. Now, that isn't to say that in certain 

circumstances lives should be endangered, such as in an armed conflict, particularly an armed conflict 

in which force is used in self-defense. So don't get me wrong, I'm not making a pacifist point. But what 

I am saying is that governments should have at the forefront of their mind the right to life.  

Now, when we look at the statistics published by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and 

Control, they tell their own story. We should treat statistics with caution, as we know, but these are the 

only statistics we have that are pan-European and reliable to the extent that we can cite them with some 

hope of them being accurate, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control being an agency 

of the European Union. If we have a look at the league table, as it were, the countries with the very 

worst death rates are United Kingdom with 34,636 official deaths caused by or attributed to, or 

associated with Covid19 - these are statistics published today by the European Centre - Italy comes 

second with 31, 908, Spain comes third with 27,650. So the United Kingdom tops the list in Europe and 

on a worldwide sc 

That indicates to me something quite troubling. The two of the leading nations which are paragons of 

democracy, supposedly, two nations which are at the forefront of the so-called West, two nations which, 

on paper at least, champion the rule of law and democracy, have ended up so far at least with the very 

highest death rates. I’m referring of course to the United Kingdom and the United States. And this to 

me is deeply troubling. It’s deeply troubling not only because so many thousands of people have lost 

their lives prematurely or in devastating circumstances, or both. What it indicates to me is that there is 

a malaise in the democratic world. The countries which should be at the forefront of promoting 

fundamental democratic values, such as the right to life, are the ones which appear to have acted in a 

way that has been reckless, or negligent, or otherwise inappropriate. And that behavior has resulted in 

such catastrophic loss of life.  

What’s the relevance of that to the Eastern Mediterranean? The relevance of that to the Eastern 

Mediterranean is that the reputation of the United Kingdom, and by extension the United States, have 

inevitably plummeted. It’s plummeted in circumstances which are not favorable either to those two 

countries - the UK and the US - and that and they're certainly not favorable to those of us in the Eastern 

Mediterranean who are believers in the rule of law, and in democracy, and in Western democratic 

values.  

So that is a second point that I want to make. It’s to do with the damage that this pandemic has caused 

to the rule of law and to democratic values.  

And the third and final point that I want to make about the United Kingdom is that it’s found itself in 

this predicament at the very same time as it's in the first of the two post-Brexit epochs. It exited the 

European Union at 2300 hours Greenwich Mean Time on the 31st of January 2020. It did so on the day 

that the chief medical officer in England announced that the first persons with Covid19 had been 

diagnosed. Back then it was called Wuhan coronavirus, if you're you remember, if you have a look at 

the parliamentary proceedings in the House of Commons and House of Lords at the time, the phrase 

that was used at the time was a Wuhan coronavirus. It seems to have undergone an Orwellian 



transformation and is now referred to as Covid19. Be that as it may, the point I'm making is that that is 

a very interesting coincidence. The first Covid19 cases were announced in the United Kingdom on the 

date that the first stage of Brexit took place. And since the 31st of January the numbers of cases in the 

United Kingdom have escalated, the numbers of deaths, of course, have gone up, and up, and up, and 

the United Kingdom has found itself in this rather semi-detached position. It’s outside the European 

Union, but it's subject to the European Union-United Kingdom withdrawal agreement which ties the 

United Kingdom to the European Union - I'm summarizing here - until the end of this year, and we'll 

see what happens at the end of this year, whether that agreement is replaced by a more permanent 

agreement.  

The relevant to the Eastern Mediterranean is that since the United Kingdom acceded to the European 

Union on the 1st of January 1973, until the 31st of January 2020 the United Kingdom was both an ally 

of the US and a member of NATO, by extension, but it was also a major actor in the European Union. 

The pandemic has coincided with the status of the United Kingdom as an ex-actor: an ex-member of 

the European Union. And that raises interesting geostrategic, geopolitical ramifications. It's interesting 

that the Republic of Cyprus - I can't really speak about Greece or any of the other EU members of the 

Eastern Mediterranean with any great authority - what this pandemic has demonstrated is the Republic 

of Cyprus is not following the United Kingdom, but by pursuing a more European path, it's aligning 

itself much more closely with Europe, and for better or worse German leadership in Europe. And that's 

a factor that needs to be taken into consideration.  

So to sum up, what I've tried to do in the last few minutes or so is put forward three propositions. 

Number one, United Kingdom has not demonstrated any form of leadership in this so-called war against 

the pandemic, it's not exhibited the leadership role that it demonstrated during the two world wars in 

particular, and to a lesser extent the Cold War. Number two, the United Kingdom the United States had 

not given primacy, or have not appear to giving primacy to the rule of law and the fundamental right to 

life and other democratic values as this pandemic has unfolded. And number three, in the Republic of 

Cyprus, at least, the United Kingdom has to a considerable extent during the pandemic been eclipsed 

by Germany and the European Union, which is now dominated by Germany, or influenced by Germany, 

to a far greater extent than it did in the days before Brexit.  

So those are just three propositions which you are welcome to agree or disagree with. But I hope that 

in making them I’ve given you some food for thought and some ideas to think about as time unfolds.  

Thank you for listening to me and goodbye. 

 


