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Let me start with a comment. There is an American saying, "Never prophecy, especially about the 

future".  And this saying is confirmed by the current global pandemic of the coronavirus.  

All plans and future programming based on projections about events, whether it is politics the economy 

or plans of individuals, have been appended. 

So, what we say and project about the future is contingent upon events that may come out of nowhere. 

These events may be man-made, or they may be acts of nature, or they may be acts of God - for those 

who are believers. 

With this caveat what can one say about the future of the Eastern Mediterranean in the next five years? 

Well, on the basis of what is taking place today much will depend on the behavior of the Turkish state.  

Why do I say that? I do for a simple reason. Ankara’s behavior under the Erdoğan regime - something 

I think will continue even if Erdoğan were to disappear politically tomorrow- indicates that Turkey 

wants to establish a hegemonic position in the Eastern Mediterranean. And the historic record of 

interstate relations demonstrates opposition to any form of hegemonism. The state system is by its very 

nature anti-hegemonic.  

So, my first prediction is that unless Ankara abandons its hegemonic pretensions, the Eastern 

Mediterranean will face increasing turmoil, much more than today. 

Much of this turmoil will center around the potential wealth of the Eastern Mediterranean in 

hydrocarbons. And with the striking exception of Turkey, the rest of the East Mediterranean countries 

have already established cooperative alignments on the issue of exploiting the resources of the region. 

Cyprus, Israel, Egypt, Greece, Italy, Jordan, the Palestinian Authority, have formed the Eastern 

Mediterranean Gas Forum, an umbrella organization for corporation and dialogue regarding the 

development of gas resources in the region. 

While energy is the catalyst, broader considerations led to the establishment of the Forum. These reflect 

he shared perceptions of the regional states about their national security and how national security issues 

can be co-operatively addressed. 

I expect other countries, starting with France, to join the Forum. I think Lebanon will, and so will Syria. 

Now Turkey has been bitching and threatening that it is left out of this game changing development. 

She has not. Turkey has chosen to keep itself out because she does not play by the rules that everybody 

else consents to.  Ankara wants to change the existing internationally sanctioned rules and arbitrarily 

impose its own on the rest.  

Her military adventurism in Syria and more recently in Libya, points exactly to that. Turkey acts and 

behaves like a revisionist power dissatisfied by the existing state of affairs in the region 



Now the Eastern Mediterranean, though it is emerging as a distinct political region, is at the same time 

part of Europe, North Africa and the Middle East.  

Non regional powers like the US, the UK, and Russia have interests there and their foreign policies 

affect the politics of the region. Mention must also be made of the European Union which is integral to 

the Eastern Mediterranean on account of the membership of Italy, Greece, and Cyprus. There is a lot of 

speculation about the US withdrawing from the regions of the Mediterranean and the Middle East. I do 

not share this view. I do not think that over the next five years the US, Russia, and the UK, will diminish 

their presence and influence in the region.  

Besides Turkey’s destabilizing policies, can other long-standing disputes, like in Cyprus and Palestine, 

lead to wider regional conflagration? 

First, let me say that I do not see conventional wars breaking out from the Eastern Mediterranean to the 

Persian Gulf, because all state actors know that such wars will be catastrophic given the firepower 

capabilities of all adversaries. Great power intervention, or regional power one, will mitigate against 

such a development. 

Now specifically in the Eastern Mediterranean two protracted conflicts, if addressed and solved - the 

one between Israel and the Palestinians and between Cyprus and Turkey - then maybe we can have an 

optimistic scenario for the Eastern Mediterranean, after all.  

The Cyprus issue can be resolved provided Turkish revisionism and expansionism ends.  It is however 

unlikely. Turkish revisionism has been fuelled and enabled by a strong economy and by Islamism. If 

these two factors do not go as Erdoğan and his ilk wish, things may change for the good in Cyprus and 

indeed for the region.  

On the Israel-Palestinian issue, it is either going to be some form of a two-state solution, continuation 

of the existing status quo, or a one-state solution. But no time frame can be placed on that.  

I find extremely encouraging for the future the participation of the Palestinian Authority in the 

Mediterranean Gas Forum. Assuming that countries like Egypt, which I consider a critical regional 

player, remain politically stable and committed to her original cooperation with Israel - which I think 

will remain the case - there may be prospects for either a two-state solution or a one-state solution. A 

one-state solution, not in the next five years but down the line, may become inevitable on account of 

demographics. So it may be politically wise to plan for it, in Israel especially.  

 


