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How will the pandemic affect hydrocarbon developments in the Eastern Mediterranean?  

Concerning the specific question of energy, you know that concerning the Levantine Basin the new 

source of energy that started only ten years ago, and they’ve tried to explore this capacity only a few 

years ago.  

I think the interest of Europe could be strong because Europe needs to be more independent from the 

energy sources coming, for example, from Russia. So I think that because in Europe they are discussing 

now about energetic transition - also from a point of view of the fight with the climate change and 

environmental problems - I think that could be of great interest to Europe to study and to develop new 

pipelines to use this Levantine Basin in which there is a very strong interest, also coming from Cyprus, 

and Greece, and Egypt, and Israel. So I think that could be one point in which we could open a new 

way of relationship between Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean countries, more than the Nile Delta 

Basin in which there is more specific interest by Eni, but not by Europe as a whole. That is also a 

question concerning LNG shipping that, as you know, the ownership is in the hands of Eni.  

So, I think that we have to fight and we have to reopen a campaign, also as a European Movement, 

towards European Union to say that we have to renew the Mediterranean policy towards the countries 

on the other side of the Mediterranean Sea, to say to the European Union that that could be one point of 

strategic interest from Europe. If the European Union wants to solve its problems, you have to renew 

our Mediterranean policy.  

As you know, the Union pour la Méditerranée was not so strong. On the contrary, there were a lot of 

things that were not applied within this network, so I think that in the next months we have to put this 

question on the strategic agenda of the European Council. And I hope that could be possible, because 

now there exists a network of southern countries in Europe, the Med 7. So the Med 7 could play a role 

not only within the European Union, but could play a role also concerning the relationship with the 

Mediterranean countries.  


