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How will the pandemic affect regional security and cooperation in the Eastern Mediterranean?  

What is happening in the Mediterranean is that the United States’ Sixth Fleet has strongly decreased its 

presence and Russia has increased it. Obviously I have not very much (inaudible) things to tell you, but 

the question is if it is possible, particularly for Cyprus and maybe for Greece, to play a dialogue with 

Russia in coordination with Europe and Israel to stabilize the situation.  

The Russian role in Syria has been partly destabilizing and partly stabilizing. And I don't know how 

much the corona crisis has changed this. The basic geopolitical realities have remained all the same. In 

the moment it has had the effect that people have not much time to fight one another. So it has made it 

quieter between Israel and Gaza, it is also relatively quiet between Israel and the West Bank.  

In Syria, I don't follow in detail the developments in Syria, but you have Israeli deterrence policies 

continuing. So I don't think that the corona crisis has caused a dramatic change. It has probably made it 

a little bit easier to stick to each other and have some time to create a more constructive approach.  

I spoke to a European senior diplomat on the Syrian situation, and he says that Europe and the United 

States on Syria see largely eye to eye. Now, the difficulty there is how much it can coordinate it with 

Russia. And if there can be some kind of coordinated activity, maybe the Turkish aggression can be 

somehow deterred or contained. I'm asking the question, I'm not giving the answer.  

How will the pandemic affect regional religious fundamentalism and the fight against terrorism? 

My sense is that we have a pause. We have a pause that allows for far more intense dialogue on these 

issues. It is not only deterrence, but in Israel there's an active dialogue going on with the Hamas in Gaza 

about stability building there and my sense is - and maybe this may be too optimistic - is that the Iranian 

aggressiveness has been moderated due to the corona crisis. They are occupied with other issues, they 

have less capacity to cause major trouble, and it offers a pause. I don't think it changes the basic 

conditions, but it makes it possible if we create - what we hope to do a - coordinated American, 

hopefully also European Arab Sunni moderate position, and we can coordinate some of the activities. 

It has both a deterring and a bridging effect towards minimizing terror. The likelihood that this 

opportunity will be successfully used – that’s another question. But there is a possibility for upgrading 

coordinated security policies and for leading a very careful diplomatic dialogue.  

The fact that Germany has decided to take a strong position against Hezbollah, that the Saudi sources 

have criticized Germany that it’s been too late, that they should have done this far earlier, offers a very 

interesting approach that could allow for an important dialogue of the positive forces of stability against 

the forces of terror, and I think we should use it. 

 


